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Instrument amending Ministerial 
Direction and Welfare Programmes 

2020 
This instrument is made under sections 7 and 101 of the Social 
Security Act 2018 by the Minister for Social Development. 
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Instrument 

1 Title 
This instrument is the Instrument amending Ministerial 
Direction and Welfare Programmes 2020. 

2 Commencement 
This instrument comes into force on 1 April 2020. 

3 Principal direction and welfare programmes amended 
This instrument amends the direction and welfare programmes 
specified in the Schedule (the principal direction and 
welfare programmes). 

4 Amendments 
Amend the principal direction and welfare programmes in the 
manner set out in the Schedule. 
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____________ 

Special Needs Grant Programme (as established and approved on 
18 December 1998)6 

Clause 18.8 
In clause 18.8, replace “$80” with “$90”. 

Special Transfer Allowance Programme 2000 (as established and 
approved on 13 November 2000)7 

Schedule 
In the Schedule, replace “$361”, “$356”, “$234”, “$446”, “$424” 
and “$309” with “$366”, “$328”, “$243”, “$460”, “$404” and 
“$322” respectively. 

Dated at Wellington this day of 2020 

Minister for Social Development 

Explanatory note 
This note is not part of the instrument, but is intended to indicate its 
general effect. 

This instrument, which comes into force on 1 April 2020, amends a 
Ministerial direction and a number of Ministerial welfare 
programmes under the Social Security Act 2018. 
Clause 4 and Schedule, amendments to direction: 
• adjusts certain rates, standard costs, and limits in relation to the 

Direction in relation to Special Benefit to reflect a 1.66% 
increase in the New Zealand Consumers Price Index from the 
December 2018 quarter to the December 2019 quarter 
(calculated using the CPI All Groups excluding cigarettes and 
other tobacco products) 

• amends the Direction in relation to Special Benefit to exclude 
payments made under the Income Support Package (Transitional 
Assistance) Programme from the definition of chargeable 
income. 

Clause 4 and Schedule, amendments to welfare programmes:  
• adjusts certain rates, standard costs, and limits in relation to 

welfare programmes including the Family Start and Early Start 
(Childcare Assistance) Programme, New Employment 
Transition Grant Programme, and Seasonal Work Assistance 
Programme to reflect a 1.66% increase in the New Zealand 
Consumers Price Index from the December 2018 quarter to the 

6 New Zealand Gazette 28 January 1999, No. 154, page 202. 
7 New Zealand Gazette 16 November 2000, No. 154, page 3995. 
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December 2019 quarter (calculated using the CPI All Groups 
excluding cigarettes and other tobacco products) 

• amends the Home Help Programme, to adjust the hourly rate to 
reflect a 6.78% increase in the adult minimum wage: 

• amends the Special Needs Grant Programme, to adjust the 
income abatement rate for assistance to Farmers, from $80 to 
$90, in line with Income Support Package decisions. 

• amends the Special Transfer Allowance Programme 2000 to 
adjust average regional rents to reflect movements in rentals. 
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