Key Facts at the end of December 2005
Central Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Dannevirke
	998
	1,262
	1,192

	Feilding
	1,953
	1,579
	1,510

	Foxton
	936
	795
	758

	Horowhenua
	3,386
	3,113
	2,776

	Kapiti
	2,935
	2,706
	2,508

	Masterton
	4,076
	3,122
	2,982

	Otaki
	955
	860
	816

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	7,995
	6,290
	5,980

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	23,234
	19,727
	18,522


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Central region as a whole has decreased by 4,712 (20 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in seven of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Central region in three of the eight service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Dannevirke
	       292 
	       305 
	       202 

	Feilding
	       750 
	       307 
	       265 

	Foxton
	       317 
	       182 
	       158 

	Horowhenua
	     1,130 
	       787 
	       555 

	Kapiti
	     1,056 
	       549 
	       338 

	Masterton
	     1,466 
	       449 
	       335 

	Otaki
	       394 
	       249 
	       190 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	     3,227 
	     1,283 
	       987 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     8,632 
	     4,111 
	     3,030 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Central region as a whole has decreased by 5,602 (65 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Central region in three of the eight service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Dannevirke
	       332 
	       437 
	       432 

	Feilding
	       633 
	       592 
	       587 

	Foxton
	       245 
	       219 
	       207 

	Horowhenua
	       835 
	       868 
	       794 

	Kapiti
	     1,007 
	     1,047 
	       994 

	Masterton
	     1,201 
	     1,063 
	     1,050 

	Otaki
	       291 
	       293 
	       292 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	     2,364 
	     2,218 
	     2,154 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     6,908 
	     6,737 
	     6,510 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of December. 

Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Central region as a whole has decreased by 398 (six percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in six of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Central region in four of the eight service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Dannevirke
	         87 
	       128 
	        149 

	Feilding
	       136 
	       221 
	        207 

	Foxton
	         77 
	       107 
	         98 

	Horowhenua
	       281 
	       358 
	        383 

	Kapiti
	       200 
	       368 
	        341 

	Masterton
	       362 
	       462 
	        501 

	Otaki
	         67 
	         91 
	         92 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	       578 
	       839 
	        809 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    1,788 
	    2,574 
	     2,580 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Central region as a whole has increased by 792 (44 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in all of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Central region in five of the eight service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000

	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Dannevirke
	       170 
	       315 
	       333 

	Feilding
	       310 
	       384 
	       398 

	Foxton
	       220 
	       260 
	       271 

	Horowhenua
	       892 
	       987 
	       941 

	Kapiti
	       452 
	       649 
	       754 

	Masterton
	       735 
	       974 
	       946 

	Otaki
	       116 
	       187 
	       210 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	    1,369 
	    1,744 
	    1,829 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    4,264 
	    5,500 
	    5,682 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of December.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Central region as a whole has increased by 1,418 (33 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Central region in four of the eight service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Caring for the Sick and Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








