Key Facts at the end of December 2005
East Coast Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Flaxmere
	1,966
	1,900
	1,717

	Gisborne
	3,592
	3,013
	2,920

	Hastings and Hastings West
	5,620
	4,481
	4,335

	Napier and Napier South
	5,354
	4,036
	3,925

	Ruatoria and Kaiti
	3,388
	2,887
	2,704

	Taradale
	1,991
	1,492
	1,398

	Waipukurau
	997
	786
	741

	Wairoa
	1,383
	1,078
	1,022

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	24,291
	19,673
	18,762


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has decreased by 5,529 (23 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the East Coast region in five of the eight service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Flaxmere
	       747 
	       416 
	       300 

	Gisborne
	     1,441 
	       613 
	       594 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	     1,958 
	       514 
	       509 

	Napier and Napier South
	     2,109 
	       579 
	       540 

	Ruatoria and Kaiti
	     1,592 
	       826 
	       687 

	Taradale
	       713 
	       239 
	       150 

	Waipukurau
	       407 
	       112 
	         57 

	Wairoa
	       676 
	       267 
	       232 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	9643
	3566
	3069


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has decreased by 6,574 (68 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the East Coast region in four of the eight service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Flaxmere
	       811 
	       902 
	       800 

	Gisborne
	     1,164 
	     1,203 
	     1,170 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	     1,937 
	     1,895 
	     1,837 

	Napier and Napier South
	     1,732 
	     1,656 
	     1,592 

	Ruatoria and Kaiti
	     1,075 
	     1,113 
	     1,025 

	Taradale
	       690 
	       622 
	       587 

	Waipukurau
	       310 
	       362 
	       331 

	Wairoa
	       399 
	       427 
	       381 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     8,118 
	     8,180 
	     7,723 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of December. 

Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has decreased by 395 (five percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in six of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the East Coast region in three of the eight service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Flaxmere
	       122 
	       236 
	        238 

	Gisborne
	       269 
	       372 
	        360 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	       509 
	       817 
	        782 

	Napier and Napier South
	       460 
	       650 
	        710 

	Ruatoria and Kaiti
	       251 
	       279 
	        266 

	Taradale
	       180 
	       200 
	        230 

	Waipukurau
	         59 
	         91 
	        100 

	Wairoa
	         69 
	         99 
	        113 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    1,919 
	    2,744 
	     2,799 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has increased by  880 (46 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:
· increased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the East Coast region in three of the eight service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Flaxmere
	       195 
	       244 
	       260 

	Gisborne
	       453 
	       636 
	       651 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	       804 
	       982 
	       997 

	Napier and Napier South
	       762 
	       905 
	       918 

	Ruatoria and Kaiti
	       336 
	       531 
	       565 

	Taradale
	       255 
	       351 
	       361 

	Waipukurau
	       148 
	       188 
	       208 

	Wairoa
	       149 
	       206 
	       215 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    3,102 
	    4,043 
	    4,175 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of December.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has increased by 1,073 (35 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the East Coast region in three of the eight service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm,  Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








