Key Facts at the end of December 2005
Nelson Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Blenheim
	3,419
	2,416
	2,317

	Greymouth
	2,455
	1,936
	1,736

	Motueka
	2,004
	1,687
	1,619

	Nelson
	3,833
	2,598
	2,566

	Richmond
	1,213
	1,185
	1,217

	Stoke
	1,319
	931
	952

	Westport
	1,339
	981
	898

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years)
of an income tested benefit 


	15,582
	11,734
	11,305


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has decreased by 4,277 (27 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in six of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Nelson region in five of the seven service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:


	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Blenheim
	1,105
	181
	80

	Greymouth
	986
	427
	290

	Motueka
	762
	392
	326

	Nelson
	1,437
	331
	264

	Richmond
	320
	206
	202

	Stoke
	380
	22
	16

	Westport
	661
	317
	262

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	5,651
	1,876
	1,440


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has decreased by 4,211 (75 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Nelson region in three of the seven service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Blenheim
	964
	847
	885

	Greymouth
	520
	507
	451

	Motueka
	531
	530
	524

	Nelson
	978
	828
	846

	Richmond
	396
	384
	402

	Stoke
	389
	377
	358

	Westport
	245
	261
	254

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	4,023
	3,734
	3,720


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of December. 

Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has decreased by 303 (eight percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in five of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Nelson region in four of the seven service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Blenheim
	317
	412
	378

	Greymouth
	188
	193
	180

	Motueka
	164
	282
	278

	Nelson
	262
	398
	413

	Richmond
	117
	177
	171

	Stoke
	77
	110
	119

	Westport
	90
	112
	89

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	1,215
	1,684
	1,628


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has increased by 413 (34  percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in five of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Nelson region in one of the seven service centres, and a decrease in two further service centre.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Blenheim
	714
	838
	840

	Greymouth
	582
	743
	749

	Motueka
	411
	421
	424

	Nelson
	948
	964
	963

	Richmond
	326
	355
	385

	Stoke
	361
	388
	424

	Westport
	202
	248
	255

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	3,544
	3,957
	4,040


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has increased by 496 (14 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Nelson region in two of the seven service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Caring for the Sick and Infirm,  Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’sBenefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








