Key Facts at the end of December 2005
Southern Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000

	Dec 2004

	Dec 2005


	Alexandra
	870
	580
	506

	Balclutha
	844
	725
	690

	Dunedin City, Dunedin North, and Dunedin Super Centre
	7,613
	5,438
	5,064

	Dunedin South
	2,871
	2,476
	2,307

	Gore
	1,077
	898
	840

	Invercargill
	7,096
	5,753
	5,388

	Mosgiel
	1,282
	917
	827

	Oamaru
	1,711
	1,259
	1,273

	Queenstown 
	469
	285
	263

	Timaru
	4,858
	3,878
	3,649

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	28,691
	22,209
	20,807


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Southern region as a whole has decreased by 7,884 (27 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in all of the 10 service centres in the Southern region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Southern region in four of the 10 service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000

	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Alexandra
	265
	44
	16

	Balclutha
	322
	192
	171

	Dunedin City, Dunedin North, and Dunedin Super Centre
	3,160
	1,299
	961

	Dunedin South
	1,040
	487
	374

	Gore
	386
	238
	169

	Invercargill
	2,867
	1,654
	1,446

	Mosgiel
	403
	115
	76

	Oamaru
	600
	219
	211

	Queenstown 
	134
	26
	13

	Timaru
	1,762
	799
	669

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	10,939
	5,073
	4,106


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Southern region as a whole has decreased by 6,833 (62 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the 10 service centres in the Southern region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Southern region in six of the 10 service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000

	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Alexandra
	       232 
	       198 
	       183 

	Balclutha
	       175 
	       188 
	       198 

	Dunedin City, Dunedin North, and Dunedin Super Centre
	     1,577 
	     1,240 
	     1,211 

	Dunedin South
	       740 
	       685 
	       645 

	Gore
	       252 
	       240 
	       242 

	Invercargill
	     1,955 
	     1,737 
	     1,662 

	Mosgiel
	       324 
	       240 
	       241 

	Oamaru
	       381 
	       314 
	       312 

	Queenstown 
	       173 
	       120 
	       114 

	Timaru
	     1,143 
	     1,007 
	       979 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     6,952 
	     5,969 
	     5,787 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of December. 

Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Southern region as a whole has decreased by 1,165 (17 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in nine of the 10 service centres in the Southern region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Southern region in five of the 10 service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Alexandra
	         84 
	         92 
	         90 

	Balclutha
	         79 
	         76 
	         68 

	Dunedin City, Dunedin North, and Dunedin Super Centre
	       866 
	    1,017 
	     1,072 

	Dunedin South
	       329 
	       411 
	        398 

	Gore
	         89 
	         81 
	         77 

	Invercargill
	       423 
	       515 
	        525 

	Mosgiel
	       104 
	       124 
	        119 

	Oamaru
	       155 
	       134 
	        150 

	Queenstown 
	         62 
	         44 
	         42 

	Timaru
	       269 
	       408 
	        390 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    2,460 
	    2,902 
	     2,931 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.

Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Southern region as a whole has increased by 471 (19 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in six of the 10 service centres in the Southern region
· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Southern region in two service centres, and a decrease in four additional service centres.

Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre 
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Alexandra
	       163 
	       198 
	       186 

	Balclutha
	       173 
	       233 
	       218 

	Dunedin City, Dunedin North, and Dunedin Super Centre
	    1,528 
	    1,662 
	    1,636 

	Dunedin South
	       559 
	       782 
	       789 

	Gore
	       252 
	       285 
	       302 

	Invercargill
	    1,335 
	    1,590 
	    1,519 

	Mosgiel
	       313 
	       370 
	       332 

	Oamaru
	       392 
	       536 
	       533 

	Queenstown 
	        59 
	        72 
	        71 

	Timaru
	    1,241 
	    1,471 
	    1,431 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    6,015 
	    7,199 
	    7,017 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of December
Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people 
receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Southern region as a whole has increased by 1,002 (17 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the 10 service centres in the Southern region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Southern region in five of the 10 service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








