Key Facts at the end of December 2005
Taranaki Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Hawera
	1,897
	1,759
	1,659

	Marton
	954
	815
	793

	New Plymouth
	6,699
	4,985
	4,557

	Stratford
	1,003
	910
	847

	Taihape
	792
	502
	458

	Taumarunui
	1,316
	1,088
	1,055

	Te Kuiti
	1,394
	1,167
	1,069

	Waitara
	1,412
	1,220
	1,093

	Wanganui
	6,476
	5,768
	5,494

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	21,943
	18,214
	17,025


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has decreased by 4,918 (22 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in all of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in four of the nine service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:


	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Hawera
	839
	494
	400

	Marton
	426
	239
	219

	New Plymouth
	2,834
	1,182
	797

	Stratford
	397
	236
	203

	Taihape
	364
	112
	95

	Taumarunui
	677
	393
	334

	Te Kuiti
	457
	252
	179

	Waitara
	644
	422
	296

	Wanganui
	2,434
	1,591
	1,358

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	9,072
	4,921
	3,881


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has decreased by 5,191 (57 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in three of the nine service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000

	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Hawera
	       575 
	       607 
	       580 

	Marton
	       272 
	       274 
	       265 

	New Plymouth
	     1,862 
	     1,738 
	     1,647 

	Stratford
	       292 
	       307 
	       279 

	Taihape
	       245 
	       209 
	       175 

	Taumarunui
	       349 
	       316 
	       316 

	Te Kuiti
	       447 
	       457 
	       423 

	Waitara
	       404 
	       408 
	       357 

	Wanganui
	     1,989 
	     1,900 
	     1,847 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     6,435 
	     6,216 
	     5,889 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of December. 

Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has decreased by 546 (eight percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in eight of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in four of the nine service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Hawera
	       109 
	       180 
	        189 

	Marton
	         56 
	         75 
	         79 

	New Plymouth
	       451 
	       583 
	        607 

	Stratford
	         86 
	       120 
	        122 

	Taihape
	         49 
	         67 
	         73 

	Taumarunui
	         59 
	         75 
	        118 

	Te Kuiti
	       129 
	         94 
	        106 

	Waitara
	       100 
	       118 
	        147 

	Wanganui
	       492 
	       656 
	        681 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    1,531 
	    1,968 
	     2,122 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has increased by 591 (39 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in eight of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in two of the nine service centres, and a decrease in one further service centre.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Hawera
	229
	404
	433

	Marton
	157
	194
	185

	New Plymouth
	1,121
	1,300
	1,308

	Stratford
	151
	206
	208

	Taihape
	85
	91
	92

	Taumarunui
	142
	250
	237

	Te Kuiti
	254
	330
	332

	Waitara
	161
	232
	254

	Wanganui
	1,084
	1,399
	1,395

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 
years)

	3,384
	4,406
	4,444


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of December.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has increased by 1,060 (31 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in five of the nine service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








