Key Facts at the end of December 2005
Wellington Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Johnsonville
	1,742
	1,583
	1,413

	Kilbirnie
	2,841
	2,339
	2,057

	Lower Hutt
	3,786
	2,940
	2,589

	Naenae
	3,804
	3,742
	3,594

	Newtown 
	2,679
	2,457
	2,296

	Porirua
	6,878
	5,991
	5,642

	Upper Hutt
	3,222
	2,800
	2,554

	Wainuiomata
	1,807
	1,726
	1,575

	Wellington, Wellington City, Wellington East, Wellington North and Wellington Super Centre
	4,017
	3,148
	2,804

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years)
of an income tested benefit 


	30,776
	26,726
	24,524


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Wellington region as a whole has decreased by 6,252 (20 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in all of the nine service centres in the Wellington region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Wellington region in four of the nine service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Johnsonville
	755
	540
	365

	Kilbirnie
	1,330
	798
	533

	Lower Hutt
	1,545
	778
	546

	Naenae
	1,459
	959
	741

	Newtown 
	1,406
	1,091
	864

	Porirua
	3,005
	1,824
	1,564

	Upper Hutt
	1,321
	863
	590

	Wainuiomata
	702
	568
	394

	Wellington, Wellington City, Wellington East, Wellington North and Wellington Super Centre
	2,339
	1,556
	1,201

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	13,862
	8,977
	6,798


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Wellington region as a whole has decreased by 7,064 (51 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the nine service centres in the Wellington region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Wellington region in four of the nine service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:

	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Johnsonville
	537
	482
	466

	Kilbirnie
	702
	611
	578

	Lower Hutt
	1,014
	909
	777

	Naenae
	1,256
	1,389
	1,361

	Newtown 
	455
	468
	479

	Porirua
	2,251
	2,294
	2,185

	Upper Hutt
	954
	952
	928

	Wainuiomata
	697
	695
	682

	Wellington, Wellington City, Wellington East, Wellington North and Wellington Super Centre
	467
	442
	442

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	8,333
	8,242
	7,898


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of December. 

Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Wellington region as a whole has decreased by 435 (five percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in seven of the nine service centres in the Wellington region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Wellington region in four of the nine service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Johnsonville
	139
	235
	220

	Kilbirnie
	236
	339
	359

	Lower Hutt
	345
	398
	387

	Naenae
	381
	497
	554

	Newtown 
	286
	312
	353

	Porirua
	418
	590
	627

	Upper Hutt
	209
	263
	275

	Wainuiomata
	157
	164
	168

	Wellington, Wellington City, Wellington East, Wellington North and Wellington Super Centre
	368
	452
	452

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	2,539
	3,250
	3,395


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Wellington region as a whole has increased by 856 (34 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in all of the nine service centres in the Wellington region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Wellington region in five  of the nine service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2000, at the end of December 2004, and at the end of December 2005, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec 2000
	Dec 2004
	Dec 2005

	Johnsonville
	206
	270
	294

	Kilbirnie
	395
	471
	483

	Lower Hutt
	512
	723
	739

	Naenae
	539
	739
	749

	Newtown 
	393
	480
	483

	Porirua
	800
	1,037
	1,048

	Upper Hutt
	518
	633
	666

	Wainuiomata
	179
	242
	254

	Wellington, Wellington City, Wellington East, Wellington North and Wellington Super Centre
	516
	603
	607

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 
years)

	4,058
	5,198
	5,323


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of December.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between December 2000 and December 2005, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Wellington region as a whole has increased by 1,265 (31 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the nine service centres in the Wellington region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Wellington region in five of the nine service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship �– Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








