Key Facts at the end of March 2006
Canterbury Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Ashburton
	     1,250 
	     1,025 
	     1,020 

	Christchurch
	     2,823 
	     2,283 
	     2,087 

	Hornby
	     1,950 
	     1,684 
	     1,812 

	Kaipoi
	       956 
	     1,067 
	     1,026 

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre
	     3,853 
	     2,108 
	     2,167 

	New Brighton
	     4,694 
	     3,903 
	     3,727 

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	     4,599 
	     3,564 
	     3,512 

	Rangiora
	     2,067 
	     1,402 
	     1,329 

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	     3,281 
	     2,146 
	     1,987 

	Shirley
	     2,682 
	     2,217 
	     2,102 

	Stanmore
	     2,749 
	     2,924 
	     2,969 

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	     5,536 
	     4,521 
	     4,367 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	   36,440 
	   28,844 
	   28,105 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Canterbury region as a whole has decreased by 8,335 (23 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in 10 of the 12 service centres in the Canterbury region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Canterbury region in five of the 12 service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Ashburton
	260
	92
	82

	Christchurch
	1,428
	695
	544

	Hornby
	573
	105
	101

	Kaipoi
	298
	130
	74

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre
	1,137
	220
	228

	New Brighton
	1,497
	454
	323

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	1,301
	385
	348

	Rangiora
	620
	111
	81

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	1,241
	344
	178

	Shirley
	825
	250
	205

	Stanmore
	1,072
	363
	371

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	1,807
	559
	438

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	12,059
	3,708
	2,973


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Canterbury region as a whole has decreased by 9,086 (75 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the 12 service centres in the Canterbury region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Canterbury region in six of the 12 service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Ashburton
	       386 
	       371 
	       355 

	Christchurch
	       413 
	       435 
	       431 

	Hornby
	       660 
	       701 
	       735 

	Kaipoi
	       346 
	       405 
	       394 

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre
	     1,088 
	       750 
	       761 

	New Brighton
	     1,507 
	     1,437 
	     1,291 

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	     1,257 
	     1,197 
	     1,152 

	Rangiora
	       568 
	       491 
	       468 

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	       747 
	       621 
	       593 

	Shirley
	       788 
	       696 
	       634 

	Stanmore
	       651 
	       810 
	       796 

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	     1,526 
	     1,385 
	     1,300 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     9,937 
	     9,299 
	     8,910 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of March. 

Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Canterbury region as a whole has decreased by 1,027 (10 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in eight of the 12 service centres in the Canterbury region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Canterbury region in six of the 12 service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre 
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Ashburton
	       113 
	       118 
	       122 

	Christchurch
	       377 
	       418 
	       409 

	Hornby
	       193 
	       269 
	       321 

	Kaipoi
	       110 
	       216 
	       219 

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre
	       485 
	       379 
	       405 

	New Brighton
	       534 
	       668 
	       751 

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	       489 
	       580 
	       627 

	Rangiora
	       213 
	       211 
	       207 

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	       295 
	       355 
	       374 

	Shirley
	       327 
	       359 
	       362 

	Stanmore
	       385 
	       729 
	       761 

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	       580 
	       709 
	       749 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    4,101 
	    5,011 
	    5,307 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Canterbury region as a whole has increased by 1,206 (29 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in 10 of the 12 service centres in the Canterbury region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Canterbury region in six of the 12 service centres, and a decrease in a further two service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Ashburton
	       303 
	       385 
	       394 

	Christchurch
	       475 
	       550 
	       560 

	Hornby
	       425 
	       546 
	       578 

	Kaipoi
	       153 
	       272 
	       296 

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre
	       766 
	       687 
	       690 

	New Brighton
	       925 
	    1,197 
	    1,222 

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	       985 
	    1,224 
	    1,234 

	Rangiora
	       399 
	       516 
	       516 

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	       670 
	       699 
	       734 

	Shirley
	       651 
	       851 
	       841 

	Stanmore
	       553 
	       945 
	       960 

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	    1,255 
	    1,705 
	    1,728 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    7,560 
	    9,577 
	    9,753 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of March.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Canterbury region as a whole has increased by 2,193 (29 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in 11 of the 12 service centres in the Canterbury region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Canterbury region in three of the 12 service centres, and a decrease in one additional service centre.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits 


    – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








