Key Facts at the end of March 2006
East Coast Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Flaxmere
	     1,705 
	     1,388 
	     1,336 

	Gisborne
	     3,281 
	     2,792 
	     2,784 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	     4,756 
	     3,909 
	     3,747 

	Kaiti and Ruatoria 
	     3,112 
	     2,662 
	     2,610 

	Napier and Napier South
	     4,899 
	     3,559 
	     3,548 

	Taradale
	     1,767 
	     1,320 
	     1,286 

	Waipukurau
	       846 
	       684 
	       697 

	Wairoa
	     1,275 
	     1,058 
	       934 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	   21,641 
	   17,372 
	   16,942 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has decreased by 4,699 (22 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the East Coast region in three of the eight service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Flaxmere
	       484 
	         47 
	         72 

	Gisborne
	     1,119 
	       448 
	       484 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	     1,055 
	       173 
	       113 

	Kaiti and Ruatoria 
	     1,276 
	       668 
	       618 

	Napier and Napier South
	     1,612 
	       276 
	       208 

	Taradale
	       460 
	       119 
	         73 

	Waipukurau
	       268 
	         25 
	         19 

	Wairoa
	       515 
	       255 
	       176 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     6,789 
	     2,011 
	     1,763 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has decreased by 5,026 (74 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the East Coast region in five of the eight service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Flaxmere
	       802 
	       811 
	       723 

	Gisborne
	     1,125 
	     1,159 
	     1,125 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	     1,921 
	     1,809 
	     1,735 

	Kaiti and Ruatoria 
	     1,053 
	     1,057 
	     1,018 

	Napier and Napier South
	     1,724 
	     1,554 
	     1,528 

	Taradale
	       687 
	       609 
	       568 

	Waipukurau
	       302 
	       323 
	       312 

	Wairoa
	       396 
	       395 
	       349 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     8,010 
	     7,717 
	     7,358 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of March. 

Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has decreased by 652 (eight percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in six of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the East Coast region in five of the eight service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Flaxmere
	       136 
	       198 
	       206 

	Gisborne
	       261 
	       370 
	       350 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	       524 
	       742 
	       738 

	Kaiti and Ruatoria 
	       250 
	       258 
	       253 

	Napier and Napier South
	       471 
	       637 
	       710 

	Taradale
	       161 
	       171 
	       224 

	Waipukurau
	        49 
	       119 
	       107 

	Wairoa
	        72 
	       113 
	       111 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    1,924 
	    2,608 
	    2,699 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has increased by 775 (40 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the East Coast region in three of the eight service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Flaxmere
	       197 
	       251 
	       248 

	Gisborne
	       466 
	       627 
	       652 

	Hastings and Hastings West
	       785 
	       962 
	       960 

	Kaiti and Ruatoria 
	       333 
	       534 
	       563 

	Napier and Napier South
	       759 
	       904 
	       926 

	Taradale
	       260 
	       359 
	       350 

	Waipukurau
	       146 
	       187 
	       219 

	Wairoa
	       147 
	       201 
	       213 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    3,093 
	    4,025 
	    4,131 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of March.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the East Coast region as a whole has increased by 1,038 (34 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the eight service centres in the East Coast region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the East Coast region in three of the eight service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








