Key Facts at the end of March 2006
Nelson Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Blenheim
	     3,160 
	     2,262 
	     2,225 

	Greymouth
	     2,315 
	     1,770 
	     1,685 

	Motueka
	     1,568 
	     1,325 
	     1,425 

	Nelson
	     3,297 
	     2,372 
	     2,394 

	Richmond
	     1,051 
	     1,077 
	     1,094 

	Stoke
	     1,134 
	       889 
	       941 

	Westport
	     1,242 
	       893 
	       856 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	   13,767 
	   10,588 
	   10,620 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has decreased by 3,147 (23 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in six of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Nelson region in four of the seven service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Blenheim
	       874 
	       146 
	         87 

	Greymouth
	       855 
	       297 
	       267 

	Motueka
	       322 
	       136 
	       127 

	Nelson
	       956 
	       183 
	       154 

	Richmond
	       142 
	       104 
	       102 

	Stoke
	       190 
	         18 
	         12 

	Westport
	       552 
	       243 
	       204 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     3,891 
	     1,127 
	       953 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has decreased by 2,938 (76 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Nelson region in three of the seven service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Blenheim
	       949 
	       813 
	       852 

	Greymouth
	       475 
	       502 
	       440 

	Motueka
	       522 
	       502 
	       522 

	Nelson
	       938 
	       787 
	       806 

	Richmond
	       403 
	       390 
	       386 

	Stoke
	       390 
	       363 
	       343 

	Westport
	       234 
	       244 
	       247 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     3,911 
	     3,601 
	     3,596 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of March. 

Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has decreased by 315 (eight percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in five of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Nelson region in three of the seven service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Blenheim
	       310 
	       353 
	       334 

	Greymouth
	       184 
	       164 
	       169 

	Motueka
	       183 
	       222 
	       296 

	Nelson
	       243 
	       379 
	       414 

	Richmond
	       118 
	       166 
	       164 

	Stoke
	        75 
	       103 
	       114 

	Westport
	        77 
	        96 
	        80 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    1,190 
	    1,483 
	    1,571 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has increased by 381 (32 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in six of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Nelson region in two of the seven service centres, and a decrease in one additional service centre.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Blenheim
	       706 
	       823 
	       826 

	Greymouth
	       596 
	       729 
	       730 

	Motueka
	       403 
	       403 
	       427 

	Nelson
	       932 
	       954 
	       944 

	Richmond
	       325 
	       363 
	       379 

	Stoke
	       369 
	       373 
	       435 

	Westport
	       201 
	       247 
	       257 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    3,532 
	    3,892 
	    3,998 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Nelson region as a whole has increased by 466 (13 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the seven service centres in the Nelson region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Nelson region in two of the seven service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits– Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








