Key Facts at the end of March 2006
Taranaki Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Hawera
	     1,870 
	     1,685 
	     1,635 

	Marton
	       933 
	       784 
	       758 

	New Plymouth
	     6,217 
	     4,656 
	     4,305 

	Stratford
	       984 
	       887 
	       838 

	Taihape
	       738 
	       444 
	       446 

	Taumarunui
	     1,244 
	     1,058 
	     1,008 

	Te Kuiti
	     1,349 
	     1,071 
	     1,046 

	Waitara
	     1,344 
	     1,141 
	       976 

	Wanganui
	     6,206 
	     5,507 
	     5,418 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	   20,885 
	   17,233 
	   16,430 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has decreased by 4,455 (21 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in all of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in four of the nine service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Hawera
	       774 
	       442 
	       332 

	Marton
	       377 
	       212 
	       185 

	New Plymouth
	     2,367 
	       916 
	       731 

	Stratford
	       328 
	       213 
	       180 

	Taihape
	       326 
	         71 
	         74 

	Taumarunui
	       595 
	       343 
	       292 

	Te Kuiti
	       424 
	       198 
	       175 

	Waitara
	       584 
	       364 
	       226 

	Wanganui
	     2,074 
	     1,391 
	     1,306 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     7,849 
	     4,150 
	     3,501 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has decreased by 4,348 (55 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in five of the nine service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Hawera
	       564 
	       597 
	       576 

	Marton
	       259 
	       266 
	       246 

	New Plymouth
	     1,836 
	     1,662 
	     1,512 

	Stratford
	       299 
	       303 
	       279 

	Taihape
	       231 
	       190 
	       184 

	Taumarunui
	       335 
	       310 
	       308 

	Te Kuiti
	       421 
	       420 
	       407 

	Waitara
	       398 
	       383 
	       330 

	Wanganui
	     1,962 
	     1,845 
	     1,770 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     6,305 
	     5,976 
	     5,612 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of March. 

Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has decreased by 693 (11 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in eight of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in three of the nine service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Hawera
	       102 
	       162 
	       191 

	Marton
	        65 
	        71 
	        79 

	New Plymouth
	       418 
	       568 
	       561 

	Stratford
	        87 
	       116 
	       120 

	Taihape
	        44 
	        64 
	        72 

	Taumarunui
	        65 
	        89 
	        99 

	Te Kuiti
	       107 
	        91 
	        95 

	Waitara
	        91 
	       101 
	       125 

	Wanganui
	       505 
	       640 
	       672 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    1,484 
	    1,902 
	    2,014 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has increased by 530 (36 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in eight of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in three of the nine service centres, and a decrease in one additional service centre.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Hawera
	       257 
	       401 
	       439 

	Marton
	       176 
	       181 
	       194 

	New Plymouth
	    1,107 
	    1,308 
	    1,311 

	Stratford
	       165 
	       217 
	       213 

	Taihape
	        85 
	        96 
	        95 

	Taumarunui
	       145 
	       247 
	       244 

	Te Kuiti
	       269 
	       324 
	       340 

	Waitara
	       169 
	       248 
	       249 

	Wanganui
	    1,116 
	    1,370 
	    1,387 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 
years)

	    3,489 
	    4,392 
	    4,472 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of March.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Taranaki region as a whole has increased by 983 (28 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the nine service centres in the Taranaki region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Taranaki region in five of the nine service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








