Key Facts at the end of December 2012
Canterbury Region
This fact sheet defines the working-age population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working-age recipients of the benefits concerned.  Trends in numbers receiving main benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.

All main benefits

Numbers of working-age recipients of main benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2007, at the end of December 2011, and at the end of December 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec-2007
	Dec-2011
	Dec-2012

	Ashburton
	963
	1,230
	1,159

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	1,912
	912
	175

	Hornby
	1,754
	3,387
	3,091

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	2,088
	2,830
	2,287

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	4,863
	6,466
	5,931

	New Brighton
	3,432
	3,904
	3,101

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	3,153
	2,013
	3,904

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	1,844
	5,419
	4,417

	Shirley
	1,968
	3,345
	2,846

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	4,058
	1,714
	514

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age recipients (aged 18–64 years) of a main benefit 
	26,035
	31,220
	27,425


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age recipients of main benefits at the end of December.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving a main benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of a main 

                        benefit.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
Unemployment Benefit

Numbers of working-age Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2007, at the end of December 2011, and at the end of December 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec-2007
	Dec-2011
	Dec-2012

	Ashburton
	52
	231
	145

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	272
	141
	4

	Hornby
	42
	493
	321

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	38
	332
	166

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	177
	981
	512

	New Brighton
	91
	907
	432

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	96
	187
	669

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	76
	1,769
	822

	Shirley
	80
	546
	326

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	199
	26
	6

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	1,123
	5,613
	3,403


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of 

        Unemployment Benefit recipients.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit

Numbers of working-age Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2007, at the end of December 2011, and at the end of December 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec-2007
	Dec-2011
	Dec-2012

	Ashburton
	334
	400
	404

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	392
	157
	11

	Hornby
	663
	1,201
	1,151

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	756
	962
	803

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	1,477
	1,817
	1,844

	New Brighton
	1,165
	1,074
	937

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	1,037
	534
	844

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	533
	1,193
	1,127

	Shirley
	635
	990
	869

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	1,172
	414
	63

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	8,164
	8,742
	8,053


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Notes:
1.
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.

Sickness Benefit

Numbers of working-age Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2007, at the end of December 2011, and at the end of December 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec-2007
	Dec-2011
	Dec-2012

	Ashburton
	132
	170
	170

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	468
	249
	63

	Hornby
	339
	592
	526

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	410
	534
	424

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	1,235
	1,450
	1,260

	New Brighton
	786
	722
	598

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	597
	459
	1,089

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	355
	856
	679

	Shirley
	364
	571
	482

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	820
	413
	154

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	5,506
	6,016
	5,445


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of 

        Sickness Benefit recipients.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit

Numbers of working-age Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of December 2007, at the end of December 2011, and at the end of December 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Dec-2007
	Dec-2011
	Dec-2012

	Ashburton
	386
	382
	389

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	632
	353
	94

	Hornby
	619
	994
	988

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	795
	888
	806

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	1,848
	2,089
	2,206

	New Brighton
	1,283
	1,104
	1,046

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	1,293
	799
	1,223

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	797
	1,442
	1,648

	Shirley
	839
	1,165
	1,106

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	1,742
	836
	286

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	10,234
	10,052
	9,792


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of December.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of 

        Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (includes Unemployment 	Benefits     


     – Student Hardship), Independent Youth Benefits, Youth Payments, Young Parent Payments, Domestic 


     Purposes Benefits – Sole Parent, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic 


     Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency 


     Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits. Youth Payments 


     and Young Parent Payments replaced Independent Youth Benefits from August 2012.





�   	Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excludes Unemployment 


    	Benefits – Student Hardship).


�   	Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parent, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone,   


    	Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.


�   	Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.
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