Key Facts at the end of March 2012
Canterbury Region
This fact sheet defines the working-age population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working-age recipients of the benefits concerned.  Trends in numbers receiving main benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.

All main benefits

Numbers of working-age recipients of main benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2007, at the end of March 2011, and at the end of March 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar-2007
	Mar-2011
	Mar-2012

	Ashburton
	930
	1,287
	1,133

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	1,922
	2,384
	538

	Hornby
	1,759
	2,916
	3,282

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	2,216
	3,056
	2,645

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	4,886
	6,005
	6,384

	New Brighton
	3,486
	3,920
	3,673

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	3,120
	3,920
	1,759

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	1,857
	2,727
	5,378

	Shirley
	1,992
	2,430
	3,462

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	4,091
	4,744
	1,102

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age recipients (aged 18–64 years) of a main benefit 
	26,259
	33,389
	29,356


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age recipients of main benefits at the end of March.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving a main benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of a main 
                        benefit.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
Unemployment Benefit

Numbers of working-age Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2007, at the end of March 2011, and at the end of March 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar-2007
	Mar-2011
	Mar-2012

	Ashburton
	43
	262
	178

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	335
	762
	14

	Hornby
	76
	525
	447

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	85
	478
	308

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	247
	959
	869

	New Brighton
	144
	539
	837

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	147
	400
	104

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	103
	557
	1,405

	Shirley
	114
	409
	554

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	257
	645
	3

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	1,551
	5,536
	4,719


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of 
        Unemployment Benefit recipients.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit

Numbers of working-age Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2007, at the end of March 2011, and at the end of March 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar-2007
	Mar-2011
	Mar-2012

	Ashburton
	344
	408
	396

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	395
	346
	92

	Hornby
	671
	924
	1,191

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	807
	963
	907

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	1,488
	1,581
	1,930

	New Brighton
	1,195
	1,150
	985

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	1,027
	1,187
	416

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	535
	653
	1,307

	Shirley
	595
	660
	1,048

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	1,181
	1,282
	208

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	8,238
	9,154
	8,480


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch
City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
Sickness Benefit

Numbers of working-age Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2007, at the end of March 2011, and at the end of March 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar-2007
	Mar-2011
	Mar-2012

	Ashburton
	103
	180
	136

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	432
	541
	175

	Hornby
	340
	616
	527

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	412
	617
	476

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	1,205
	1,492
	1,310

	New Brighton
	755
	918
	661

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	568
	846
	429

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	382
	577
	846

	Shirley
	373
	503
	570

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	836
	913
	336

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	5,406
	7,203
	5,466


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of 

        Sickness Benefit recipients.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit

Numbers of working-age Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2007, at the end of March 2011, and at the end of March 2012, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar-2007
	Mar-2011
	Mar-2012

	Ashburton
	381
	380
	374

	Christchurch and Actionworks
	595
	626
	249

	Hornby
	583
	774
	1,010

	Kaiapoi and Rangiora
	802
	882
	857

	Linwood and Linwood Super Centre, and Stanmore Road
	1,777
	1,858
	2,152

	New Brighton
	1,268
	1,209
	1,048

	Papanui and Papanui Super Centre
	1,247
	1,380
	775

	Riccarton and Riccarton Super Centre
	725
	852
	1,644

	Shirley
	848
	804
	1,212

	Sydenham and Sydenham Super Centre
	1,696
	1,794
	540

	 
	
	
	

	Number of working-age Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	9,922
	10,559
	9,861


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working-age Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Notes:
1      Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of 

        Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
2
Benefit numbers at service centres in urban Christchurch should be compared with caution. The Christchurch City, Papanui and Sydenham service centres have been closed since the February 22 earthquake, and there is an ongoing process of transferring clients from these service centres to other service centres in urban Christchurch. This has affected the comparability of benefit numbers for urban Christchurch service centres both over time and between service centres.
�   	Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (includes Unemployment 	Benefits – Student Hardship), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole 	Parent, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women 	Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s 	Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.


�   	Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excludes Unemployment 


    	Benefits – Student Hardship).


�   	Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parent, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone,   


    	Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.


�   	Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.
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