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Annual General Adjustment 2020 and Related 
Regulatory Changes 
Hon Carmel Sepuloni, Minister for Social Development 

The Annual General Adjustment 2020 and Related Regulatory Changes have been 
proactively released. 

Every year, most of the Ministry of Social Development’s rates and thresholds are 
adjusted to account for inflation. In order to change these rates and thresholds, 
amendments to legislation are required.  

2020 is the first year that main benefits were adjusted in line with increases in the net 
average wage instead of the Consumers Price Index.  This is also the first of four years 
that income abatement thresholds will be increased in line with movement in the 
minimum wage. 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if 
requested, would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). Where 
this is the case, the relevant sections of the Act that would apply have been identified. 
Where information has been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would 
outweigh the reasons for withholding it. This is the key to the redaction code used for 
this release: 

• Out of scope. 
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