
  
 

 

 
 

   

              
            
           

       
    

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

I N C O N F I  E N C E 
CBC-19-MIN-0044 

Cabinet Business 
Committee 

Minute of  ecision 

This d cument c ntains inf rmati n f r the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in c nfidence and 
handled in acc rdance with any security classificati n,  r  ther end rsement. The inf rmati n can  nly be 
released, including under the Official Inf rmati n Act 1982, by pers ns with the appr priate auth rity. 

New Zealand Superannuation and Veteran's Pension Legislation 
Amendment Bill: Approval for Introduction 

Portfolio Social  evelopment 

On 30 S pt mb r 2019, th  Cabin t Busin ss Committ  : 

1 noted that th  N w Z aland Sup rannuation and V t ran’s P nsion L gislation Am ndm nt 
Bill holds a cat gory 3 priority on th  2019 L gislation Programm  (to b  pass d if possibl  
in th  y ar); 

2 noted that th  N w Z aland Sup rannuation and V t ran’s P nsion L gislation Am ndm nt 
Bill is an omnibus bill am nding th  N w Z aland Sup rannuation and R tir m nt Incom  
Act 2001, th  V t rans’ Support Act 2014, th  Social S curity Act 2018, th  Incom  Tax 
Act 2007, and th  Tax Administration Act 1994; 

3 noted that in May 2019, th  Cabin t Social W llb ing Committ  : 

3.1 agr  d to mod rnis  and simplify N w Z aland Sup rannuation and th  V t ran’s 
P nsion by: 

3.1.1 shifting toward ass ssing  ntitl m nt to th s  paym nts on an individual 
basis, including: 

3.1.1.1 closing th  non-qualifi d partn r provision (with  xisting 
r cipi nts’  ntitl m nts grandpar nt d); 

3.1.1.2 r moving th  dir ct d duction of a gov rnm nt-administ r d 
ov rs as p nsion r c iv d by a sup rannuitant’s partn r from 
that sup rannuitant’s rat  of N w Z aland Sup rannuation or 
V t ran’s P nsion; 

3.1.2 improving th  consist ncy and clarity of policy and l gislation, including: 

3.1.2.1 tr ating p opl  who work ov rs as for s cular charitabl  
organisations similarly to missionari s wh n calculating th ir 
l ngth of r sid nc ; 

3.1.2.2  x mpting any voluntary compon nt of a gov rnm nt-
administ r d ov rs as p nsion from ‘dir ct d duction’; 

3.1.2.3 r moving inconsist nci s with th  d finition of ‘living alon ’; 
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3.1.2.4 am nding th  wag  ind xation minimum in l gislation from 65 
p r c nt to 66 p rc nt to r fl ct th  curr nt minimum l v l of 
ind xation; 

3.1.2.5 minor and t chnical am ndm nts; 

3.2 authoris d th  Minist r for Social D v lopm nt, in consultation wh r  n c ssary 
with th  Minist r of Financ  and th  Minist r for V t rans, to tak  d cisions on 
issu s of a minor natur  that may aris  during th  drafting of th  l gislation and 
r gulations; 

[SWC-19-MIN-0050] 

4 noted that th  Minist r for Social D v lopm nt (th  Minist r) has addr ss d th  
unint ntional omission from th  r writ  of social s curity l gislation of an  quival nt of 
s ction 79 of th  Social S curity Act 1964 (‘P rsons who hav  had incom  tax d duct d or 
withh ld on  arnings from  mploym nt ov rs as to b  tr at d as r sid nt and pr s nt in 
N w Z aland’) for N w Z aland Sup rannuation by including in th  N w Z aland 
Sup rannuation and V t ran’s P nsion L gislation Am ndm nt Bill: 

4.1 an  quival nt of that s ction as n w s ction 10A of th  N w Z aland Sup rannuation 
and R tir m nt Incom  Act 2001; 

4.2 a provision to validat  actions tak n as if und r that s ction sinc  th  r plac m nt of 
th  Social S curity Act 1964 on 26 Nov mb r 2018; 

5 noted that th  Minist r has also mad  s v ral clarifications and improv m nts: 

5.1 as a cons qu nc  of paragraph 3.1.1.2, th  Minist r has clarifi d that Wint r En rgy 
Paym nt is not subj ct to spousal d duction; 

5.2 in r sp ct of paragraph 3.1.2.1, th  Minist r has clarifi d that th  chang s to th  
p riods of abs nc  that can count toward th  r sid nc  r quir m nts for N w 
Z aland Sup rannuation and V t ran’s P nsion flow through to th  calculation of 
proportional rat s of paym nt paid und r ‘g n ral portability’; 

5.3 in r sp ct of paragraph 3.1.2.3, th  Minist r has r tain d th   xisting list of plac s in 
r sid nc  in which a singl  p rson living alon  r c iv s th  singl  living alon  rat  in 
primary l gislation, and add d th  n w cat gory of a s lf-contain d mobil  hom  
(and includ d a r gulation making provision in th  Bill which will allow additional 
plac s of r sid nc  to b  includ d in futur  r gulations); 

5.4 in r sp ct of paragraph 3.1.2.5, with r gards to minor and t chnical am ndm nts, th  
Minist r has d cid d to r mov  th  pr -1991 grandpar nt d rat  for a coupl  
including a non-qualifi d partn r only for V t ran’s P nsion only; 

6 noted that th  Minist r of Financ ’s stat m nt on consultation carri d by th  curr nt draft of 
th  N w Z aland Sup rannuation and V t ran’s P nsion L gislation Am ndm nt Bill (as 
r quir d for a Bill am nding part 1 of th  N w Z aland Sup rannuation and R tir m nt 
Incom  Act 2001) is subj ct to approval by th  Minist r of Financ , and any r quir d 
adjustm nt, b for  introduction; 
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7 a  roved for introduction th  N w Z aland Sup rannuation and V t ran’s P nsion 
L gislation Am ndm nt Bill [PCO 21243/20.0], subj ct to: 

7.1 any r quir d adjustm nt to th  Minist r of Financ ’s stat m nt on consultation, and 
that Minist r’s approval of that stat m nt; 

7.2 th  final approval of th  gov rnm nt caucus s and suffici nt support in th  Hous  of 
R pr s ntativ s; 

8 authorised th  Minist r to mak  minor and t chnical am ndm nts to th  Bill prior to 
Cabin t’s confirmation; 

9 agreed that th  Bill b  introduc d on 15 Octob r 2019; 

10 agreed that th  gov rnm nt propos  that th  Bill b : 

10.1 r f rr d to th  Social S rvic s and Community Committ   for consid ration; 

10.2  nact d by th   nd of May 2020. 

G rrard Cart r 
Committ   S cr tary 

Present: 
Rt Hon Jacinda Ard rn (Chair) 
Rt Hon Winston P t rs 
Hon K lvin Davis 
Hon Grant Rob rtson 
Hon Phil Twyford 
Hon Dr M gan Woods 
Hon Andr w Littl  
Hon Carm l S puloni 
Hon David Clark 
Hon David Park r 
Hon Stuart Nash 
Hon Nanaia Mahuta 
Hon Trac y Martin 
Hon Jam s Shaw 

Hard-copy distribution: 
Minist r for Social D v lopm nt 

Officials present from: 
Offic  of th  Prim  Minist r 
D partm nt of th  Prim  Minist r and Cabin t 
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