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Given international interest in the "family" during 1994, the Editorial Board has decided to present a range of information that provides a snap shot of the complex and dynamic nature of the family in New Zealand. An important observation is the degree to which family trends in New Zealand mirror international trends facing the family in similar countries.

The information has been put together for this purpose by the Social Policy Agency.

FAMILY COMPOSITION

Family Types

· Families accounted for 73.9 per cent of all households in 1991 compared with 75.2 per cent in 1986.
Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13

· What was once the typical family – a couple with at least one dependent child – represented only 38.5 per cent of all families and 29.1 per cent of all households by the time of the 1991 Census.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13

· The number of couples without any children at home continues to rise. By 1991, more than a third (34.8 per cent) of families consisted of a husband and wife only (including de facto couples).

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13

· A small percentage (1.7 per cent) of households consisted of more than one family at the time of the 1991 Census. This is slightly higher than recorded at the 1986 Census.

Statistics New Zealand: National Summary, page 25

· Of the 575,568 families with children at the 1991 Census, 151,752 (26.4 per cent) were one parent families. This is a significant increase on 1986 where the corresponding figure was 21.2 per cent.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13

· One parent families are between three and four times more likely to be sharing a dwelling, according to 1991 Census figures. Some 29 per cent of all families maintained by a sole parent were residing with others (including other families), against 8 per cent of families with two parents.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 14

Number of Children

· The traditional two child family has been overtaken by the one-child family as the most common type. At the latest census, 36.3 per cent of families with children contained two children, while 39.0 per cent contained just one child.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13
· The majority of families with children in 1991 – whether two parent or one parent included at least one dependent child. Of such families, 44.2 per cent contained a pre-schooler, but in more than half the remaining families the youngest child was 10 years or older.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13
· Overall, more than a third (34.6 per cent) of all New Zealand families with children had a preschooler in the home.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13
FAMILY FORMATION

· Family formation in New Zealand marriages is changing. Marriage is later, less frequent and more likely to dissolve than a quarter of a century ago.

Statistics New Zealand: Demographic Trends 1992, page 57
· Marriages registered in New Zealand during the December year 1993 totalled 22,056, the lowest total since 1965. The general marriage rate (number of marriages per 1,000 estimated mean not-married population aged 16 years and over) continued its steady decline, falling to 19.4 in 1993, less than half the high level of 45.3 recorded in 1971. The drop in the marriage rate is indicative of the strong trend towards delayed marriage and increasing numbers of New Zealanders remaining single, as well as the emergence of cohabitation before marriage as an important new lifestyle.

Statistics New Zealand: Hot Off The Press, 29 April 1994

Age at Marriage

· Delayed marriages are also reflected in the rising average age at marriage and in the rising proportion of single men and women in their late twenties and early thirties. In 1971, only 11 per cent (or one in nine), of New Zealand women aged 25-29 had never married; by 1991, the percentage was 39 per cent (or two in five). Over the same period, the proportion of women aged 30-34 never married more than trebled from 6 per cent to 20 per cent.

Statistics New Zealand Demographic Trends 1992, page 57

· The average age at marriage for males in 1993 was 32.5 years – almost six years older than for those who married in 1971 (26.8 years). Similarly, the average age at marriage for females in 1993 was 29.7 years, as against 23.9 years for their counterparts in 1971. These rises partly reflect the growing influence of re-marriages. The percentage of all marriages in New Zealand where one or both of the partners was re-marrying was 16.1 per cent in 1971. By 1993, the figure had more than doubled to 35.0 per cent.
Statistics New Zealand: Hot Off The Press, 29 April 1994
· Divorced and widowed men and women are generally much older at the time of marriage than bachelors and spinsters. The average ages of men and women marrying for the first time in 1993 were 28.3 years and 26.2 years respectively, about four and a half years older than those who married two decades ago. Women still marry at younger ages than men but the gap between the average age at marriage of bachelors and spinsters has narrowed. It was 3.0 years in the mid-1930s and 2.0 years in 1993.

Statistics New Zealand: Hot Off The Press, 29 April 1994
DURATION OF MARRIAGE

· An increasing proportion of marriages are now lasting a shorter time. Of the marriages registered in 1967, one in twelve ended in divorce within 10 years. For couples married in 1972, the proportion divorcing within the decade had increased to one in eight, and for those married in 1983, the corresponding figure was one in six. Overall, the average duration of marriages ending in divorce in 1993 was 14.3 years.

Statistics New Zealand: Hot Off The Press, 10 May 1994
· Recent trends in divorce are affected by changes in the legislation concerning the "dissolution of marriage", especially the passing of the Family Proceedings Act 1980, which became effective on 1 October 1981. Under this Act, an application for dissolution on the grounds that the marriage has broken down irreconcilably may be made jointly or by either husband or wife, provided the two-year separation requirement can be satisfied.

Statistics New Zealand Demographic Trends 1992, page 46
· As a result of these legislative changes, the number of marriage dissolutions jumped from 6,493 in 1980, to 12,395 in 1982, but then fell to 8,555 in 1989. In the December year 1993, 9,193 marriages were dissolved, an increase of 157 or 1.7 per cent over the 1990 total (9,036). The divorce rate (number of divorces per 1,000 existing marriages) increased to 12.4 per cent, its highest level in eight years. The rise in divorce rates since 1985 has occurred across most age-groups, but has been more pronounced among women under 30. The most common age group for divorce among women is still 25-29 years, followed by 30-34, 35-39, 40-44 and 20-24 years, in that order.

Statistics New Zealand: Demographic Trends 1993, page 57
Age at Divorce

· As the average age at marriage has risen, so too has the average age at divorce. The average age at divorce for husbands in 1993 was 40.9 years and for wives 38.1 years, as against 39.5 years and 36.7 years, respectively, in 1988.

Statistics New Zealand: Hot Off The Press, 10 May 1994
CHILDREN

Births

· Live births registered during the year ended March 1994 totalled 58,457 compared with a peak of 60,441 during the March year 1992. This drop is attributed by Statistics New Zealand to reduced child-bearing among women aged 20-34.

Statistics New Zealand: Hot Off The Press, 17 May 1994

Nuptial and Ex-nuptial Births

· The number of nuptial births (i.e. children born to married couples), dropped from 37,087 in the March year 1993 to 36,088 in the March year 1994, a decrease of 999 or 2.7 per cent. In contrast, the upward trend in ex-nuptial births continued. The number of children born to unmarried mothers, many of whom are living in de facto relationships, rose by 890 (4.1 per cent) to 22,369 in the March year 1994, from 21,479 in the March year 1993.

Statistics New Zealand: Hot Off The Press, 17 May 1994
Age if Childbearing

· In general, fertility tables for birth cohorts confirm that New Zealand women are having fewer children and later in their lives.

Statistics New Zealand: Demographic Trends 1992, page 31

SOLE PARENTS

Trends in the Sole Parent Population

· The sole parent population increased rapidly over the 1976-1991 period, until a quarter of all families with children were one parent families by 1991. The increase has been particularly rapid in the Māori population, with 44 per cent of all Māori families with children being one parent families in 1991. This compares with 32 per cent of Pacific Islands families and 18 per cent of European families.

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from 

the 1991 Census; page ix

Characteristics of Sole Parent Families

· While the sole parent population is a heterogeneous one, when compared with partnered parents, sole parents generally showed characteristics of disadvantage in terms of employment, income education and housing tenure. Within the population of sole parents, 29 per cent were Māori and these sole parents stood out as the disadvantaged of the disadvantaged in terms of the same variables, although Pacific Islands sole parents shared similar characteristics of disadvantage.

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page ix

Benefit Take-up Amongst Sole Parents

· Over the 1976-1991 period, the trend has been for an increased rate of benefit take-up amongst sole parents and a decreased rate of paid employment.
Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page ix

Marital Status of Sole Parents

· Of the marital status groups, never-married sole parents have increased fastest from 10 per cent of all sole parents in 1976 to 36 per cent in 1991. Widowed sole parents have decreased from 24 per cent to 8 per cent of the sole parent population over the same period. Separated or divorced sole parents made up the majority of sole parents (56 per cent in 1991). The majority of separated, divorced or widowed sole parents lived in an owner-occupied dwelling, whereas the majority or never married sole parents lived in a rental dwelling.

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page ix

· Only 2.5 per cent of sole parents were teenagers, but these teen sole parents (almost all young women) accounted for more than six out of every ten teenage parents in 1991.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home, page 13
Gender Differences

· The population of sole fathers grew faster than that of sole mothers between 1986 and 1991, from 13 per cent of all sole parents to 16 per cent. The rate of full-time employment of sole fathers has decreased substantially, from 81 per cent in 1976 to 44 per cent in 1991. For sole mothers, the decrease was from 25 per cent in 1976 to 17 per cent in 1991.

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page ix

Number of Children

· The majority (53 per cent) of sole parents had one child only in 1991, compared with a third (34 per cent) of two parent families. Although sole parents were more likely to have older children than two parent families, the proportion of sole parents with a 

· child aged less than 5 years has increased markedly from 35 per cent in 1986 to 42 per cent in 1991.

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page ix

BENEFIT DEPENDENCY

Take-up

· One out of every two sole parents was dependent on the Domestic Purposes Benefit at some stage during the 12 months prior to the 1991 Census, while Family Support was received by one in three.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home; page 14

· For two parent families, the most common income-tested benefits were Family Support (one in six) and the Unemployment Benefit (one in ten).
Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home; page 14

Children Reliant on Benefit Income

· As at 30 June 1993, 258,190 children were in families dependent on income support. This is 3,666 more children than at the same time last year.

Department of Social Welfare: Statistical Information Report 1993 page 6

· As at 12 January 1994, 24,570 people were approved to receive a childcare subsidy on account of low income.

Department of Social Welfare: Social Policy Agency; Forecasting Unit

LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION

Working Parents

· At least one parent was working in 88.3 per cent of two parent families at the time of the 1991 Census, while in 53.8 per cent, both parents worked.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home; page 13

· With current high unemployment rates, especially amongst men, there has been the emergence of the female breadwinner family. At the 1991 Census, 15.7 per cent of two parent families where the father was unemployed, had a mother employed full time.
Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home; page 33

Differences in Working Patterns for One and Two Parent Families

· One of the greatest differences between one and two parent families is the rate of paid employment of the parents, and consequently the income sources of the family. It is likely that a majority of two parent families had two sources of labour force income, with 86 per cent of fathers and 58 per cent of mothers engaged in paid employment either full-time or part-time. In contrast, only a minority of sole parents had any labour force income, with just 31 per cent in paid employment (either full-time or part-time).

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page 17

· Sex differences in the number of paid hours worked are evident in both types of family. A much higher proportion of fathers than of mothers were employed full-time in both one and two parent families. These sex differences can be related to traditional sex roles and the particular difficulties faced by mothers in the labour force, such as lack of affordable childcare and occupational segregation. However, both sole mothers and sole fathers had rates of employment which were substantially lower than partnered mothers and partnered fathers respectively.

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page 17

· In 1976, sole mothers had a slightly higher rate of paid employment than partnered mothers, but in 1981 this situation was reversed, and by 1991 the gap had widened to 23 percentage points. The gap between the employment rates of sole fathers and partnered fathers also widened over the fifteen year period, from 15 to 39 percentage points. This indicates an increasing tendency for both mothers and fathers to reduce their paid labour force participation upon becoming sole parents, given that most one parent families were originally two parent families.

Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page 18

· Of mothers in two parent families, 27 per cent were working part-time (less than 30 hours a week), but only 11 per cent of sole mothers worked part-time. Of those mothers who were employed, sole mothers were less likely to be employed part-time than partnered mothers, and more likely to be employed full-time. Of those mothers who were not in employment, sole mothers were more likely than mothers in two parent families to be seeking employment (16 per cent compared with 10 per cent).
Department of Social Welfare: A Profile of Sole Parents from

the 1991 Census; page 18

INCOME

Total Family Income

· At the 1991 Census more than seven out of ten two parent families received $30,001 or more per year, the incomes of eight out of ten parent families fell below that figure.

Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home; page 14


· The median annual income for one parent families was $15,900, 64.7 per cent lower than the median for two parent families ($45,000). Where all the children were dependent, the medians dropped to $13,800 and $41,900 respectively.
Statistics New Zealand: New Zealanders at Home; page 14

Mean Equivalent Disposable Household Income

· In the year to March 1993 the one adult plus children household had a mean disposable income 8.27 percent, lower than in the year to March 1982.

Department of Social Welfare: Social Policy Agency, 

Information Unit

· On average, a lower disposable income was recorded in all households where children were present.
Department of Social Welfare: Social Policy Agency,

Information Unit

CHILD ABUSE, NEGLECT AND CARE DIFFICULTIES

Notifications to the Children and Young Persons Service under the Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act

	
	1992
	1993

	Number of general Care and Protection enquiries
	50887
	55358

	
	
	

	Number of Notifications for:
	
	

	
	CP01 Alleged child abuse and neglect
	10652
	12409

	
	CP02 Child or young person with problem behaviour
	4306
	5496

	
	CP03 Child or young person leaving home
	1943
	2093

	
	CP04 Relationship difficulties
	2017
	2033

	
	CP05 Child or young person in detrimental environment
	5325
	5919

	
	CP13 Parent or Caregiver respite
	618
	806

	
	
	

	Total Notifications
	24861
	28756


Department of Social Welfare: Statistical Information Report 1993 page 70

