UNCROC
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCROC) is an international agreement that recognises children's rights. It was agreed to by the United Nations in 1989 and defines principles and standards for the status and treatment of children worldwide.
New Zealand ratified (agreed to obey) the Convention in 1993. 
UNCROC is one of the most valued and respected human rights documents in the world. It is also the most agreed to human rights treaty. UNCROC is one of the United Nations core human rights instruments. It includes civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. It sets out in detail what every child needs to have a safe, happy and fulfilled childhood.
The main principles

UNCROC is made up of 54 articles (sections). These set out the standards for the treatment of children and young people. The four main articles underpinning the Convention are:

· all children have the right to protection from discrimination on any grounds 

· the best interests of the child should be the primary consideration in all matters affecting the child 

· children have the right to life, survival and development 

· all children have the right to an opinion and for that opinion to be heard. 

UNCROC in New Zealand 

We want to make sure all New Zealand children get the best deal in life. It is in all of our interests to make sure this happens. New Zealand’s continued support for UNCROC, both domestically and internationally, demonstrates our commitment to improve outcomes for children and young people.

UNCROC means that:
· New Zealand children have internationally recognised rights 

· the Government works to ensure that all children and young people experience these rights
· the United Nations and other agencies monitor how well we do this

· every five years the Government reports to the United Nations on how well they are supporting children’s rights. 
For more information on UNCROC and how it works visit www.msd.govt.nz 
