MINISTRY OF SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

TE MANATU WHAKAHIATO ORA

2 8 FEB 201)

On 17 January 2019, you emailed the Ministry requesting, under the Officlal
Information Act 1982, the following information:

e The total number of 70A sanctions overturned from January 2016 to present

e The total number of 70A sanctions overturned from January 2016 to present
for which the Ministry has reason to believe AAAP was involved.

e The total number of 70A sanctions applied since January 2016.

e Please include breakdowns of the above by year, gender and ethnicity
(separately)

On 23 January 2019, you refined the part of your request that relates to overturned
sanctions to refer only to those cases that went through the formal Review of
Decision process. The Ministry does not hold information regarding reductions ended
outside of this process in a way that can be reported.

On 30 January 2019, you further clarified that you were also seeking a regional
breakdown of the data.

From 26 November 2018, section 70A of the Social Security Act 1964 has been
replaced by section 192 of the Social Security Act 2018. The section requires the
Ministry to reduce the payment of a main benefit in respect of a dependent child
where the recipient fails to identify the other parent of the child. Section 193 of the
Social Security Act 2018 provides a number of exemptions to these reductions where
there is a good reason not to identify the other parent, such as where this would
result in a risk of violence.

The Ministry’s centralised reporting on Review of Decision cases began in July 2017,
As such, the Ministry is unable to provide you with this data for the period January
2016 to 1 July 2017. Prior to this point, information regarding these cases is held on
individual case files. In order to compile this information, Ministry staff would need to
review thousands of individual case files. As such, your request for this information is
refused under section 18(f) of the Official Information Act (the Act). The greater
public interest is in the effective and efficient administration of the public service.
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I have considered whether the Ministry could respond to your request more fully
given extra time or the ability to charge, but have determined that, in either case,
the Ministry’s ability to undertake its work would still be prejudiced.

Please find attached table one which shows the total number of Review of Decision
cases related to section 192 reductions that were overturned or partially upheld
between 1 July 2017 and 31 December 2018 by financial year and the ethnicity of
the client. Please note that all clients who have had a Review of Decision case in
relation to a section 70A or section 192 reduction overturned or partially upheld are
recorded as women.

Table two provides a breakdown of the number of section 70A and section 192
related Review of Decision cases overturned or partially upheld during the period by
Work and Income region.

You will note that in these tables some regions and ethnicities have been grouped
together. This is because the number of cases in those regions was extremely low
and the release of this breakdown would risk identifying the individuals concerned.
This information is therefore withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the Act in order to
protect the privacy of natural persons. The need to protect the privacy of these
individuals outweighs any public interest in this information

Table three provides the number of section 70A and section 192 related Review of
Decision cases overturned or partially upheld where Auckland Action Against Poverty
(AAAP) or a known AAAP advocate was involved.

Table four, five, and six provide the total number of section 70A reductions and of
individual clients with a section 70A reduction as at the end of June 2016, 2017, and
2018 by Work and Income region, gender, and ethnicity respectively. Please note
that this pre-dated the legislation change and as such section 192 did not apply.

The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which you
made your request are:

e to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work and
activities of the Government,

e to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and
administration of our laws and policies and

e to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry therefore
intends to make the information contained in this letter available to the wider public
shortly. The Ministry will do this by publishing this letter on the Ministry of Social
Development’s website. Your personal details will be deleted and the Ministry will not
publish any information that would identify you as the person who requested the
information.

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz.
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If you are not satisfied with this response regarding section 70A reductions, you have
the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about
how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802
602.

Yours sincerely

Cassandra Wise
Manager, Issue Resolution, Service Delivery
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